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Xi Proposes Global Governance Initiative at Largest-
ever SCO Summit

Chinese President Xi Jinping on September 1, 2025
proposed the Global Governance Initiative (GGl),
calling on countries to work in concert for a more
just and equitable global governance system.

Xi made the remarks when chairing the “Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) Plus” Meeting
in north China’s port city of Tianjin, where the
SCO held the largest summit in its 24-year history,
attended by leaders from more than 20 countries
and heads of 10 international organizations.

The GGl marks the fourth landmark global initiative
proposed by Xi over the past several years,
following the Global Development Initiative, the
Global Security Initiative and the Global Civilization
Initiative.

Xi highlighted five principles of the GGI--- adhering
to sovereign equality, abiding by international rule
of law, practicing multilateralism, advocating the
people-centered approach, and focusing on taking
concrete actions.

While the historical trends of peace, development,
cooperation and mutual benefit remain

unchanged, the Cold War mentality, hegemonism
and protectionism continue to haunt the world, Xi
said, adding that new threats and challenges have
been only increasing, and the world has found itself
in a new period of turbulence and transformation.

“Global governance has come to a new
crossroads,” Xi said.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the victory
of the World Anti-Fascist War as well as the
founding of the United Nations. Xi stressed firmly
safeguarding the status and authority of the UN,
and ensuring its irreplaceable and key role in global
governance.

He said that all countries, regardless of size,
strength and wealth, are equal participants,
decision-makers, and beneficiaries in global
governance.

“There should be no double standards, and
the house rules of a few countries must not be
imposed upon others,” Xi noted.

He also urged efforts to better tackle the common
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challenges for mankind, better narrow the North-
South gap, and better safeguard the common
interests of all countries.

Xi suggested the SCO step up to play a leading role
and set an example in carrying out the GGI, and
remain a force for stability in this volatile world.

Kin Phea, Director General of the International
Relations Institute of Cambodia, said the SCO offers
“a compelling alternative to zero-sum thinking,”
emphasizing “listening over dictating, solidarity
over supremacy, and shared growth over isolated
gains.”

Founded in Shanghai in June 2001, the SCO
has expanded from six founding members into
the world’s largest regional organization with
cooperation covering more than 50 areas and a
combined economic output of nearly 30 trillion U.S.
dollars.

Xi urged the organization to push for open
cooperation across the globe. “We should continue
to dismantle walls, not erect them; we should seek
integration, not decoupling. We should advance
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, and push
for a universally beneficial and inclusive economic
globalization.”

China will readily share the opportunities of its vast
market, and continue to implement the action
plan for high-quality development of economic
and trade cooperation within the SCO family, he

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE INITIATIVE

pledged.

China’s investment stock in other SCO member
states has exceeded 84 billion U.S. dollars, and its
annual bilateral trade with other SCO member
states has surpassed 500 billion U.S. dollars.

Xi mentioned in particular sharing the dividends
of progress in artificial intelligence. He also invited
countries with relevant capacities to take part in
the International Lunar Research Station project.

Xi also underscored the need to “unequivocally
oppose hegemonism and power politics”, urging
the organization to stand as a pillar in promoting
a multipolar world and greater democracy in
international relations.

Hailing the GGI as “timely and relevant,”
participants at the meeting said it contributes
China’s wisdom and solutions to the pressing
issues facing the world today, and the SCO’s
successful practice of upholding the Shanghai Spirit
has set a prime example for global governance
improvement.

The initiative is “a need of the hour and common
aspiration of the global community”, said Zafar-
Ud-Din Mahmood, former special assistant to the
Pakistani Prime Minister.

He expected that the GGI will bring stability,
tolerance, peace and inclusiveness to the world.
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GGI Receives Substantial Support from World Leaders

Xu Wei, China Daily

An aerial drone photo taken on Aug 28, 2025 shows an exterior view of the main venue of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit 2025 in North China’s Tianjin. [Photo/Xinhua]

The Global Governance Initiative (GGI) proposed
by President Xi Jinping has drawn widespread
and strong endorsement from world leaders,
who described it as both timely and essential for
building a more just and equitable international
order.

The Chinese President presented the initiative on
Monday at the "Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Plus" Meeting in Tianjin. The initiative, focusing on
the direction, principles and path for reforming the

global governance system and institutions, was
proposed as the United Nations marks its 80th

founding anniversary this year.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
the Global Governance Initiative "is anchored in
multilateralism and underscores the importance of
safeguarding the international system with the UN
at its core and the international order underpinned

by international law".
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"We need principled leadership to strengthen
multilateralism, uphold the rule of law, and deliver
for people — as reflected in the Pact for the
Future," Guterres said at the SCO Plus Meeting.

The Pact for the Future, adopted by world leaders
at the UN’s Summit of the Future in September last
year, is a landmark declaration pledging concrete
actions toward a safer, more peaceful, sustainable
and inclusive world.

According to a statement released by the Kremlin,
Russian President Vladimir Putin said at the
meeting on Monday that Russia supports the
initiative and "is eager to engage in a substantive
discussion of the proposals presented by our
Chinese friends".

"We have given careful consideration to the
proposals put forward by President Xi Jinping for
establishing a more effective and functional system
of global governance. Such efforts are particularly
relevant at a time when certain countries continue
to pursue dictatorial practices in international
affairs," Putin said.

According to the Concept Paper on the GGl
released by China’s Foreign Ministry, the initiative
does not seek to overturn the existing international
order or create another framework, but rather to
make existing institutions more effective, adaptable
and capable of responding to global challenges and
serving the interests of all countries, particularly

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE INITIATIVE

the developing ones.

Prime Minister of Nepal KP Sharma Oli also
highlighted during the SCO Plus Meeting the need
to make the global governance system more
effective and efficient by placing the UN at its core.

"In this context, the Global Governance Initiative
proposed by China would help strengthen the
multilateral system by making it more just, inclusive
and equitable for a community with a shared
future for humanity," he said.

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim wrote
in a social media post that Malaysia fully supports
the initiative, which he said is based on "justice,
compassion, humanity and cooperation, with
multilateralism at its core".

"Malaysia steadfastly supports the Global
Governance Initiative and urges that it be
strengthened with greater determination to
eliminate any form of imperialism, colonialism and
oppression," he said in the post.

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel, who is also
First Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Cuba, wrote in a social media
post that his country supports the GGI, as "it will
contribute to the reform of the global governance
system, in order to ensure the construction of a
community with a shared future".




| INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING NO.1 2026

Working Together for a More Just and Equitable
Global Governance System

He Yin, People’s Daily

On September 1, 2025, Chinese President Xi
Jinping delivered a speech at the "Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) Plus" Meeting
in Tianjin, during which he proposed the Global
Governance Initiative (GGI).

Following the Global Development Initiative (GDI),
the Global Security Initiative (GSI), and the Global
Civilization Initiative (GCl), the GGl represents
another major international public good
contributed by China.

The GGl represents a fresh vision for guiding
the evolution of global governance. It calls for
reforming and improving the global governance
system so that the international community
can better share development opportunities,
tackle common challenges, build a more just and
equitable global governance system, and advance
toward a community with a shared future for
humanity.

The initiative follows five principles: adhering to
sovereign equality, abiding by international rule
of law, practicing multilateralism, advocating the
people-centered approach, and focusing on taking

real actions.

It upholds the vision of global governance featuring
extensive consultation and joint contribution for
shared benefit, highlighting China‘s commitment to
aligning national interests with the common good
of the international community and to practicing
multilateralism through concrete actions. It also
demonstrates China’s sense of responsibility as a
major country.

The GGl responds to the urgent imperatives of the
times, serving as both a valuable supplement to
and an innovation and improvement of the existing
global governance system. Looking back, global
governance emerged alongside the establishment
and evolution of the international system, and it
must continue to adapt dynamically in response
to shifts in international landscape and global
circumstances.

Today, the world is undergoing profound changes
unseen in a century, witnessing rapid growth of
emerging markets and developing countries,
which is reshaping the global balance of power. Yet
their representation and voice remain insufficient
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in existing governance structures. Meanwhile, the
international environment is beset by turbulence
and uncertainty. Power politics and bullying
practices are undermining multilateral institutions
such as the United Nations, while global challenges
grow increasingly complex and interconnected.
No single country or region can face these global
threats alone.

Against the backdrop of shifting international
dynamics and mounting global challenges,
reforming and improving the global governance
system through broad consultation and consensus-
building to reflect the collective rise of developing
countries in today’s political landscape has become
an essential step to address governance deficits.

The GGI champions multilateralism, adopts a
people-centered approach, and emphasizes
concrete actions. It seeks to strengthen the
effectiveness and execution capacity of the global
governance system, better respond to global
challenges, serve the interests of all countries,
particularly developing ones, narrow the North-
South development gap, and better safeguard the
common interests of the international community.

As a responsible major country, China remains
committed to practicing true multilateralism.
It is committed to safeguarding world peace,
contributing to global development, defending
the international order, and providing global
public goods. In the new era, Xi has consistently
responded to global expectations with a forward-

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE INITIATIVE |

looking vision. He has advocated the building of
a community with a shared future for humanity,
launched the GDI, GSI, and GCl, carried forward
the common values of humanity, and introduced
a series of transformative initiatives. Together,
these efforts have opened a new chapter for
multilateralism and a new horizon for international
relations.

The GGl clarifies the principles, methods, and
pathways for reforming global governance. It
responds to the call of the Global South for peace,
development, and cooperation, while addressing
the urgent need for fairer governance and historical
justice. By forging broader international consensus,
it aims to drive progress toward a more equitable
and inclusive global governance system, paving the
way for a future of peace, security, prosperity, and
progress.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the victory
of the World Anti-Fascist War and the founding
of the United Nations. History demonstrates that
multilateralism and solidarity are the right answers
to global challenges. China stands ready to work
with all parties to implement the GGI, promote a
more just and equitable global governance system,
and deliver greater benefits to the entire humanity
through the reform of the global governance
system and the building of a community with a
shared future for humanity.
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Global Governance Initiative: Addressing Governance
Deficits and Demonstrating China’s Sense of

Responsibility

He Yin, People’s Daily

As profound shifts reshape the global governance
landscape amid growing systemic shortcomings,
the world faces an urgent question: What form
should a renewed global governance system take,
and how can it be effectively reformed?

To answer this question, Chinese President Xi
Jinping put forward the Global Governance
Initiative (GGI) at the "Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Plus" Meeting in Tianjin, offering
Chinese wisdom and solutions for strengthening
and improving the global governance system.

The initiative is guided by five core principles:
adhering to sovereign equality, abiding by
international rule of law, practicing multilateralism,
advocating the people-centered approach,
and focusing on taking concrete actions. These
principles are consistent with the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter, outlining approaches
for reforming and improving global governance.
Together, they provide both direction and
momentum for addressing governance deficits
and building a more just and equitable global
governance system.

Sovereign equality is the foundation of global
governance. China has always maintained that
all countries, regardless of size, strength, or
wealth, are equal participants, decision-makers,
and beneficiaries in global governance. A system
dominated by a small group of countries is neither
fair nor sustainable.

Reflecting the collective rise of developing
countries, the GGI upholds the vision of global
governance based on extensive consultation and
joint contribution for shared benefit. It aims to
promote equality in rights, opportunities, and rules
among nations, ensuring that global governance
better represents the interests and aspirations of
the majority of countries. This will promote greater
democracy in international relations, increase the
representation and voice of developing countries,
and make the global governance system more
inclusive.

International rule of law is the essential safeguard
of global governance. The purposes and principles
of the UN Charter and other universally recognized
basic norms of international relations must be
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observed comprehensively, fully and in their
entirety.

Today, however, some countries impose "double
standards" and enforce their own rules on others,
gravely undermining international rules and
order. The GGl stresses the equal and uniform
application of international law and rules, thereby
defending the authority and integrity of the rules-
based multilateral system. Only through collective
adherence to the rule of law can the international
community make full use of fair and credible global
rules to advance sound global governance.

Multilateralism is the fundamental pathway
to global governance. It is the core principle
underpinning the international system and global
order. As a permanent member of the UN Security
Council, China has remained a steadfast advocate
of true multilateralism.

During the SCO Summit in Tianjin, China and
other parties issued a joint statement calling on
the international community to safeguard the
UN-centered international system and uphold
multilateralism. The GGI stresses coordination,
cooperation, and adherence to extensive
consultation and joint contribution for shared
benefits, calling on multilateral mechanisms to
leverage their comparative strengths and play
constructive roles. This will help foster deeper
public support for multilateralism and further
strengthen the architecture of cooperation in
global governance.

People-centered approach is the underlying
value of global governance. The purpose of global
governance is to turn people’s aspirations for a
better life into reality and to build a world of shared
prosperity and well-being.

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE INITIATIVE |

The GGl emphasizes reform to improve people’s
sense of security, fulfillment, and well-being,
whether through accelerating development,
enhancing resilience to common challenges, or
advancing the collective interests of all nations.
It reflects China’s people-centered development
philosophy and consistent commitment to aligning
national interests with global interests.

Delivering tangible results is the ultimate measure
of global governance. Global governance draws
vitality from practice, derives meaning from action,
and proves its worth through outcomes.

Responding to both pressing current issues
and long-term challenges, the GGI seeks to
foster consensus through practical cooperation,
deliver tangible benefits, and ensure that global
governance truly serves all peoples.

Looking ahead, China will prioritize practical
cooperation in areas where governance deficits
are most severe, including the reform of the
international financial architecture and the
governance of artificial intelligence. It will also work
closely with the UN to support the implementation
of the Pact for the Future, demonstrating a firm
commitment to addressing governance deficits
with concrete steps.

The reform and improvement of the global
governance system is a long-term and challenging
endeavor that cannot be accomplished overnight.
China will continue to work closely with all
partners, explore effective pathways for reforming
and improving the global governance system, and
work toward a brighter future of peace, security,
prosperity, and progress for all.
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A Timely Proposal: Global Governance Initiative Charts
Path forward amid Global Challenges

Pei Guangjiang & Li Yingqi, People’s Daily

As early autumn unfolded, two major events in
China captured global attention.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
Summit in Tianjin voiced strong support for
defending multilateralism and the international
order. Meanwhile, commemorations marking
the 80th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War
underscored the shared resolve to honor history
and build a better future.

At this pivotal moment, Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s proposal of the Global Governance
Initiative (GGI) came at the right time. It
offers Chinese solutions for strengthening the
international order and addressing the chronic
shortcomings of global governance. Amid
mounting global turbulence and transformation,
the initiative provides a timely framework for
international cooperation and injects fresh
momentum into efforts to overcome governance
deficits worldwide.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the victory

of the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist
War, and the 80th anniversary of the founding of
the United Nations (UN).

Eight decades ago, chastened by the devastation
of two world wars, the international community
established the UN, opening a new chapter in
global governance and laying the foundation for
lasting peace and development.

Today’s commemorations serve not only to
remember that hard-won history but also to
reaffirm the commitment to international order,
advance reform and improvement of the global
governance system, and work toward the shared
vision of building a community with a shared
future for humanity.

However, the international landscape today is
fraught with instability and uncertainty. The UN-
centered multilateral system is under strain, and
global governance deficits continue to widen.

In terms of participation, the Global South
remains seriously underrepresented in the global
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governance system, even as emerging markets
and developing countries continue growing in
influence, highlighting the urgent need to enhance
their representation and correct historical injustice.

In terms of principles, the purposes and principles
of the UN Charter are not being consistently
upheld, Security Council resolutions are sometimes
ignored, while unilateral sanctions and actions
in violation of international law undermine
international order.

In terms of effectiveness, implementation of the
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
has fallen behind schedule, while urgent issues
such as climate change, widening digital divides,
and governance gaps in emerging sectors such as
artificial intelligence, cyberspace, and outer space,
remain unresolved.

Against this backdrop, the questions of what kind
of global governance system should be built and
how it should be reformed and improved have
become pressing concerns for the international
community.

The GGl responds to these questions and points
the way forward, meeting the urgent needs of
today’s world. It rests on five principles: sovereign
equality, respect for international rule of law,
commitment to multilateralism, a people-centered
approach, and concrete action. Together, these
highly targeted and forward-looking principles
provide systematic answers to the fundamental
questions of who governs, how governance is
carried out, and whom it ultimately serves.

As Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE INITIATIVE |

observed, these five principles strike at the heart
of what is required to address the deficiencies of
today’s international mechanismes.

The GGI’s core principles are consistent with the
purposes and principles of the UN Charter and
reflect the common expectations of the vast
majority of countries. Reforming and improving the
global governance system is not about dismantling
the current international order or creating new
systems outside the existing framework. Instead, it
seeks to strengthen and improve the capacity and
effectiveness of existing systems and mechanisms,
making them more effective, more inclusive, and
more responsive to the realities of a changing
world.

As President of the Republic of the Congo Denis
Sassou Nguesso remarked, this initiative offers
a pathway toward a more just and equitable
international governance system, bringing tangible
benefits to countries of the Global South.

History advances like a relay, with each generation
taking up the baton in pursuit of human progress,
moving forward step by step in answering the
questions of the times.

China stands ready to work with all parties to
enhance communication and coordination, jointly
implement the GGl, explore pathways toward
reforming and improving global governance, and
promote the development of a more just and
equitable global governance system, thereby
contributing to the noble cause of peace and
development for all humanity.
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China’s “Two Sessions”: Messages of Stability in a
Turbulent World

At this time every year, the world’s attention turns
to Beijing as China convenes the “two sessions”, the
annual meetings of the National People’s Congress
and the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference. These gatherings represent the most
important political event in China, during which
the country outlines its economic and social
policies, sets development priorities, and discusses
international issues that may affect the future of
the global economy.

This year’s sessions carry exceptional significance
amid a rapidly evolving geopolitical landscape.
In particular, the US-Israeli strikes on Iran, along
with the resulting regional tensions and the
involvement of other actors in the Middle East,
has created considerable uncertainty in the global
economy. Rising energy prices and disruptions to
international supply chains have further intensified
these concerns.

Against this backdrop, the meetings in Beijing
highlight China’s efforts to maintain economic
stability at a time when the world is witnessing
increasing political and security turbulence.

As the world’s second-largest economy, China
recognizes that any major disruption to the

international economy will directly affect global
trade, investment and production chains,
with countries of the Global South likely to be
particularly impacted.

During the “two sessions”, the Chinese government
delivers its annual Government Work report,
which outlines economic growth targets and
future development plans. This year’s meetings
marked the beginning of the implementation of
China’s 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-2030), which
focuses on transitioning toward an innovation-
driven economy based on advanced technologies,
strengthening domestic consumption, and
achieving more sustainable development.

The sessions also convey an important political
message regarding China’s vision for the
international order. At a time when military
conflicts are escalating in several parts of the
world, China calls for resolving disputes through
dialogue and negotiation rather than military force.
China emphasizes that economic development
and international cooperation represent the most
effective path to global security and stability.

China’s position is particularly significant amid
ongoing tensions in the Middle East. The global
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economy relies heavily on stable energy supplies
from the region and any military escalation in
the region would have far-reaching economic
consequences.

In this context, China actively advocates a new
model of international relations based on
economic cooperation and shared development.
This approach is reflected in initiatives such as the
Belt and Road Initiative, which aims to strengthen
economic connectivity across Asia, Africa and
Europe.

The “two sessions” are thus not only important
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for China but also for the world, particularly at
a time marked by successive crises, from wars
to economic challenges. Their convening is not
merely a domestic political event; it also signals
how China views the future of the global economy
and its role in maintaining international stability.

In conclusion, through the “two sessions”, Beijing
seeks to convey a clear message. In an increasingly
complex world, development and international
cooperation can serve as a genuine alternative to
conflict and war.
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China Approves 2026-2030 Blueprint, Mapping out
High-quality Path toward Modernization

BEIING, March 12 (Xinhua)-- China’s national
lawmakers on Thursday approved a development
blueprint for the 2026-2030 period, marking a
pivotal step in the modernization drive of nearly
one-fifth of the world’s population.

As the world’s second-largest economy, China
charts its course through medium- and long-term
plans that clarify policy direction, development
goals, and reform pathways, offering a degree of
predictability that contrasts with governments
fixated on short electoral cycles.

“For us, the five-year plan is more than a macro

blueprint,” said Ginger Cheng, CEO of DBS China.
“It serves as a ‘metronome’ for calibrating our
strategic rhythm, ensuring our investment pulse
remains synchronized with the key cycles of
national development””

The outline of the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-2030)
for national economic and social development sets
a slew of goals, with high-quality development high
on the agenda. Key indicators span areas including
economic development, innovation, public well-
being, green transition, and security. Many of the
indicators focus on people’s livelihoods, sending a
clear signal that development is ultimately meant
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to benefit the people.

Wu Fenggang, a national political advisor, noted
that the 15th plan’s wide-ranging indicators
will push officials at all levels to move beyond
GDP-centric thinking toward more balanced,
accountable governance. It is a shift that aligns with
the “correct view on governance performance”
that became a buzzword at this year’s “two
sessions” -- the annual meetings of China’s top

legislature and top political advisory body.

The dream of modernization has been a lasting
aspiration of the Chinese people for centuries.
After the Opium War of 1840, China was bullied
by foreign powers and suffered from poverty and
weakness. History bestowed upon the Communist
Party of China (CPC) the momentous task of
exploring a path to Chinese modernization.

In 2017, the CPC made a two-stage roadmap
toward that goal. From 2020 to 2035, China aims
to basically realize socialist modernization-- a
process to be advanced through the 14th, 15th
and 16th five-year plans.

2026 CHINA'S TWO SESSIONS |

From 2035 to the middle of this century, with
another three five-year plans, the country will
strive to build itself into a great modern socialist
country that is prosperous, strong, democratic,
culturally advanced, harmonious and beautiful.

The 15th Five-Year Plan period plays a pivotal
connecting role. The targets set for 2026-2030 and
the progress made during these five years will be
decisive in determining whether China can basically
achieve socialist modernization on schedule.

The plan maps out goals for “building up
national strengths” across various sectors with
manufacturing in spotlight. The value-added
output of China’s manufacturing sector has been
the world’s largest for 16 consecutive years.

Building a modern industrial system and
strengthening the foundation of the real economy
are high on the agenda. China will move to
upgrade traditional sectors to the mid-to-high end
of the value chain, nurture emerging industries,
and make forward-looking plans for industries of

the future.
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Janice Hu, chairperson of UBS Securities Co. Ltd.,
said that Chinese companies are demonstrating
dynamic innovation in artificial intelligence, high-
end manufacturing, semiconductors, and new
energy-- reshaping global investors’ perception of
Chinese assets. “Chinese assets are no longer just
a portfolio option. They are a strategic must-have.”
Hu told Xinhua.

At a time when some countries are turning to
protectionism, China is proactively opening its
vast market, transforming it into a source of global
opportunity and cooperation. The country will
promote the quality of foreign trade, according to
the blueprint.

“Exports and imports are like the two wheels on a
car. The more balanced they are, the more steadily
it runs, and the farther it goes,” said Minister of
Commerce Wang Wentao at a press conference
on the sidelines of the legislative session.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan period (2021-2025),
China’s economic performance was impressive.
Total economic output crossed successive

thresholds of 110 trillion yuan (about 15.95 trillion
US dollars), 120 trillion yuan, 130 trillion yuan, and
140 trillion yuan, with an average annual growth of
5.4 percent, well above the global average.

“The 15th Five-Year Plan’s emphasis on high-quality
development offers a source of certainty against a
backdrop of mounting global uncertainty, and will
help write a new chapter in China’s twin miracles
of rapid economic growth and long-term social
stability,” said Zhang Shuibo, a national lawmaker
and professor with the College of Management
and Economics at Tianjin University.

In an era of heightened geopolitical turbulence
and rising economic uncertainty, China’s consistent
long-term development strategy has made the
country a rare anchor of stability in the global
economy;, said Chen Zhanming, deputy head of the
School of Applied Economics at Renmin University
of China, in an interview with Xinhua.

Geostrategic analyst Imran Khalid wrote in a recent
op-ed for Eurasia Review calling this year’s two
sessions a “watershed” moment. As the author
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noted, the roadmap laid out in the 15th Five-Year
Plan shows a country that is clear-eyed about
its future and ready to lead the development of
industries in the 21st century.

In just a few decades, China completed a grand
journey that took Western nations centuries— rising
from a country ravaged by poverty and foreign
aggression to the world’s second-largest economy.
This historic achievement, forged through the
concerted efforts of the Chinese people under

2026 CHINA'S TWO SESSIONS |

the CPC’s leadership, lends firm confidence to the
nation’s pursuit of the next milestone.

As emphasized by China’s top leader Xi Jinping, “As
long as we maintain strategic resolve, forge ahead
step by step, and advance steadily from one stage
to another, we will continue to turn small victories
into great success in advancing the cause of the
Party and the country, and our goals will surely be
achieved”
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How China’s Innovation Drive Charts a Future of
Shared Prosperity

BENING, March 6 (Xinhua)-- From the martial arts
performance of humanoid robots to the global
buzz around Seedance 2.0, an Al video-generation
model, China’s latest innovations have captivated
the world since the dawn of the Year of the Horse.

“Innovation is development; innovation is the
future,” Chinese President Xi Jinping has stressed.
Since taking the helm of the country, Xi has
keenly grasped the momentum of a new wave
of technological and industrial transformation,
steering China to pursue an innovation-driven

development strategy with greater resolve.

Today, China’s surge in innovation is not only
strengthening the bedrock for its domestic
development but also creating new opportunities
for the world. As the annual “two sessions”
convene in the opening year of the 15th Five-Year
Plan period (2026-2030), the world looks to China
for its new blueprint-- one that promises innovative
development and a shared future of win-win

cooperation.
A Visionary Strategy

The innovations that have dazzled the world are
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rooted in a far-reaching blueprint and realized
through steady, deliberate effort at every step.

In 2013, at the first “two sessions” convening after
the 18th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China (CPC), Xi emphasized the need to
unswervingly pursue an independent innovation
path with Chinese characteristics, deepen scientific
and technological system reform, continuously
open up new prospects for national innovation and
development, and promote China’s transformation
from a major economy to a strong economic
power.

Both the 13th and 14th five-year plans placed a
strong emphasis on technological innovation. In
the recommendations for formulating the 15th
Five-Year Plan, “technology” and “innovation”
appear 46 times and 61 times respectively.

In the eyes of Clemens Schuette, chairman of
the board of the German-Chinese Business
Association, innovation is not a temporary policy
priority for China, but a clear and steadfast long-
term strategic choice.

China’s in-depth implementation of its innovation-
driven development strategy is not only a rational
response to the trend of the times, but also a
move that will profoundly shape the path of global
innovation, he observed.

“Innovation is the primary driving force behind
development,” Xi said. He has put forward a series
of top-level designs and major initiatives to drive
innovation-led development.

China has entered a vital period when new
industrialization, application of information
technology, urbanization and agricultural
modernization are advancing in tandem.
This synchronous surge is creating boundless

2026 CHINA'S TWO SESSIONS |

opportunities and generating unprecedented
momentum for indigenous innovation.

A clear path has been mapped out: to drive
industrial innovation through technological
breakthroughs. By leveraging disruptive and
cutting-edge technologies to cultivate new
industries, business models, and growth engines,
China aims to fully unleash new quality productive
forces.

The strategy has also shaped a forward-looking
industrial landscape. China is actively developing
future industries, scaling up emerging sectors
and upgrading traditional industries, steadily
transforming innovation potential into economic
growth.

The international community has shown strong
interest in China’s innovation-driven growth.
During recent visits to China, foreign leaders have
come face to face with the country’s intelligent
manufacturing: South Korean President Lee
Jae Myung shook hands with a Chinese robot;
Uruguayan President Yamandu Orsi rode on a
Chinese high-speed train; and German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz tried out a driver-assistance system
developed through collaboration between Chinese
and German companies.

The World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPQ)'s Global Innovation Index 2025 shows that
China’s innovation index has entered the top 10
worldwide for the first time.

A Concentrated Effort

Why does China succeed in innovation? It is
a question frequently raised by international
observers.

During his visit to a national information
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technology innovation park in Beijing in February
2026, Xi urged efforts to concentrate strength on
major undertakings and pool all quality resources
to secure breakthroughs.

China’s innovation advance, many analysts say,
benefits from its ability to marshal resources.

The country’s recommendations for formulating
the 15th Five-Year Plan call for improving the
new system for mobilizing resources nationwide
and adopting unconventional measures to drive
decisive breakthroughs in core technologies
across entire chains in key fields such as integrated
circuits, industrial machine tools, high-end
equipment, basic software, advanced materials,
and biomanufacturing.

Lawrence Loh, director of Centre for Governance
and Sustainability at National University of
Singapore Business School, said this approach
stands out internationally.

It is good that the new five-year plan is a whole-
of-nation approach to raise the level of innovation

capacity in both private and public sectors and
across all administrative levels of the country, Loh
said.

China’s innovation strategy is distinct in its ability to
align national priorities, public needs and market
demand.

It deploys cutting-edge technologies across the
entire spectrum: from the celestial heights of space
exploration, exemplified by the Chang’e lunar
missions, to the grassroots level, where 5G-enabled
telemedicine brings world-class care to remote
rural communities. International analysts point to
this seamless ecosystem as a key differentiator.

China’s innovation development also draws
strength from global collaboration.

Today, China has established scientific and
technological cooperation with more than 160
countries and regions. Chinese new-energy
vehicles are produced in factories in Europe,
while European automakers carry out joint
research and development in China. Multinational
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pharmaceutical companies are setting up research
hubs in China, and Chinese innovative drugs
are expanding overseas through models of joint
development and joint commercialization.

A Joint Action

“Innovation is an important driving force that
propels world development,” Xi said at the
28th Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Economic Leaders’ Meeting in November 2021,
highlighting the central role innovation plays in the
world’s progress.

China’s push for international cooperation in
science and technology mirrors a consistent
principle: innovation should benefit the entire
world.

As Xi has pointed out, as a new round of sci-
tech revolution and industrial transformation
continues to evolve, mankind needs international
cooperation, openness and sharing more than
ever in order to address common development
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problems.

During the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Tianjin Summit, the parties adopted a
statement on further advancing cooperation
in science, technology, and innovation and
announced the establishment of the China-SCO
Sci-Tech Innovation Cooperation Center.

China is emerging as a pivotal force in the global
landscape of innovation. The BeiDou Navigation
Satellite System provides services to more than
140 countries and regions, while China’s high-
speed rail technology offers solutions for upgrading
transportation networks worldwide.

China’s innovation drive has never been confined
to itself. Through platforms such as the Belt and
Road Initiative, the SCO and BRICS, China shares
technology and market opportunities with the
world, said Ruslan Yesin, head of the Department
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Belarus on SCO and BRICS interaction.
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China to Inspire Cultural Creativity of Entire Nation
during the 15th Five-Year Plan Period

CHINA T0 INSPIRE

ik GULTunrt GaealluiiY

BEWING, March 10 (Xinhua)-- A flourishing culture

is a hallmark of Chinese modernization.

With China set to embark on its new five-year plan,
inspiring the cultural creativity of the entire nation
and fostering a thriving socialist culture has been
underscored in the draft outline of the 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-2030), which is under examination
and discussion during the ongoing “two sessions”

in Beijing.

“New Popular Literature and Art”, a wave of

CF VHE ENTHRZ AN lER

OURING T3TH FIVE-YEAR PLAN PERIOD

amateur creativity where people from all walks of
life turn lived experience into art, has become a
quintessential example of how the Chinese people
inspire their cultural creativity, sparking lively

Vi

discussions during this year’s “two sessions”.

On March 6, Feng Xiaoting, a member of the
14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), delivered
a speech during a panel discussion. She stated
that everyone is a participant and beneficiary of
the “New Popular Literature and Art”, which not
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only allows heartwarming moments of ordinary
people to spread widely, enabling kindness to be
seen by more people, but also fosters the creation
of thoughtful and profound works that lead the
values of the times with high-quality content.

The prosperity of culture is also inseparable from
generations of inheritors of fine traditional Chinese
culture.

Su Haizhen, a woman of the Jing ethnic group,

During the 14th Five-Year Plan period (2021-

2025), culture and tourism have shown a strong
momentum of development, effectively promoting

Tourists visit the 32nd Zigong »
International Dinosaur Lantern Show

in Zigong, southwest China’s Sichuan
Province, Jan. 23, 2026. (Xinhua/Wang
Xi)

2026 CHINA'S TWO SESSIONS |

and also an inheritor of the ethnic instrument
Duxiangin, has been dedicated to the protection,
inheritance, and innovative development of
Duxiangin for decades. As a member of the 14th
National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), she
frequently visits merchants, fishermen, and tourists
to fully understand their hopes and expectations
on the preservation and promotion of fine
traditional Chinese culture.

« Su Haizhen plays the Duxiangin on
Jintan Beach in Dongxing City, south
China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region, Feb. 7, 2026. (Xinhua/Lu

Boan)

high-quality economic and social growth and
making positive contributions to meeting the
people’s needs for a better life.
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With innovative masterpieces and cultural projects
continuously rolling out, China has also made
breakthroughs in improving its public cultural
services. Village galas, public libraries, registered
museums, and mass cultural centers have

enriched the daily life of the common people.
Meanwhile, the preservation of cultural relics has
been comprehensively upgraded, and the level of

systematic protection of intangible cultural heritage
continues to rise.

An aerial drone photo shows people watching a “Village gala” in Taipan Village of Taijiang County,
southwest China’s Guizhou Province, Feb. 3, 2026. (Xinhua/Yang Wenbin)

Sanshui grocery market in Hexi District
of Tianjin, north China, Nov. 25, 2025.
(Xinhua/Zhao Zishuo)
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A girl and her parent visit the Nanjing »
City Wall Museum in Nanjing, east
China’s Jiangsu Province, Feb. 14, 2026.
(Photo by Xin Yi/Xinhua)

4 People take photos of the newly-
unveiled UNESCO World Heritage
sign at the Bell Tower, an ancient
landmark on the Beijing Central Axis,
in Beijing, capital of China, July 27,
2025. (Xinhua/Chen Zhonghao)

A staff member conducts digital »
scanning of a Buddhist statue at the
Longmen Grottoes in Luoyang, central
China’s Henan Province, April 9, 2025.
(Xinhuay/Li Jianan)
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The cultural and tourism industries are thriving
and flourishing. For the full year of 2025, domestic

trips by Chinese residents exceeded 6.5 billion, up
more than 16 percent year on year, with tourism

A visitor takes photos of a “Black »
Myth: Wukong” bust at the 21st China
(Shenzhen) International Cultural
Industries Fair in Shenzhen, south China’s
Guangdong Province, May 23, 2025.
(Xinhua/Liang Xu)

expenditure reaching 6.3 trillion yuan, an increase
of 9.5 percent-- setting new records in both
volume and spending.

« Audience watch the animated film “Ne

Zha 2” at a cinema in Guiyang, southwest
China’s Guizhou Province, Feb. 25, 2025.
(Xinhua/Ou Dongqu)

<« Bag charms as part of the merchandise

of Chinese animation movie “Nobody”
are pictured at a toy factory in Dongguan,
south China’s Guangdong Province, Aug.
11, 2025. (Photo by Zheng Jiaxiong/
Xinhua)




A tourist poses for photos while visiting — »
Hebei Museum in Shijiazhuang, north
China’s Hebei Province, Oct. 8, 2025.
(Photo by Chen Qibao/Xinhua)

China has also carried out extensive
intergovernmental cooperation and dialogue
with countries around the world. Events such as
“Happy Spring Festival” and the “Liangzhu Forum”
have been continuously enhanced. The overseas

2026 CHINA'S TWO SESSIONS |

« A tourist poses for photos at a historical
and cultural block in Jingdezhen City, east
China’s Jiangxi Province, July 17, 2025.
(Photo by Shi Weiming/Xinhua)

promotion of the national tourism image under
the theme “Nihao! China” has been conducted.
The growing popularity of “China Travel” and “China
Shopping” is fueled by sustained efforts to expand
visa-free policies and facilitate inbound travel.

« Visitors walk past posters during the
eighth China International Import Expo
(CIIE) in east China’s Shanghai, Nov. 8,
2025. (Xinhuay/Liu Ying)
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LIANGIHU FORUM

I T A [ I O AR A W < UN Tourism Secretary-General Zurab
REVITALEZATION OF CINTRUEATION: OULTURAL HERITAGE AN (IUMAN CULTUNE DI VERSITY . .. .

Pololikashvili addresses the opening
ceremony of the third Liangzhu Forum in
Hangzhou, east China’s Zhejiang Province,

Oct. 18, 2025. (Xinhua/Huang Zongzhi)

Algerian student Kerbouche Abdeldjalil  »
(R) and Zimbabwean student Juru
Richmore (C) learn about Chinese
herbal medicines under the guidance of
lecturer Pan Yinxing at Anhui University

of Chinese Medicine in Hefei, east
China’s Anhui Province, Oct. 16, 2025.
(Xinhua/Du Yu)

« This photo taken in April 2025 shows
a tour guide with his tourists tasting
Shanghai-style scallion oil noodles at
a restaurant in Shanghai, east China.
(Xinhua)
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"l
T
4
< An Iranian student (L) tastes local
- - F!
*!. e specialties with her parents at a gift shop
= -__ on Nanjing Road in east China’s Shanghai

.l

[;

onJuly 17, 2025. (Xinhua/Chen Haoming)

This photo taken on Sept. 22, 2025 shows p»

Clarisse Le Guernic, a French woman

working as a local tour guide, introducing
the “city walk” routes she explored at a
studio in Shanghai, east China. (Xinhua/
Chen Haoming)

As is pointed out in the draft outline of the 15th values, boost cultural programs, accelerate the
Five-Year Plan (2026-2030), China will continue development of cultural industries and extend the
to promote and practice the core socialist reach and appeal of Chinese civilization.

« Tourists are pictured at an ancient city
wall in Nanhu District of Jiaxing City, east
China’s Zhejiang Province, on Oct. 1, 2025.
(Xinhua/Xu Yu)
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4 An aerial drone photo taken on Jan.
1, 2026 shows the Astor Hotel Tianjin
standing in the Jiefang North Road
historical and cultural block in Tianjin,
north China. (Xinhua/Zhao Zishuo)

Models present concept creations »
during a fashion show held at the
Prince Kung’s Palace Museum in Beijing,
capital of China, July 14, 2025. (Xinhua/

Jin Liangkuai)

4 Zeng Zhou refines the designing of a
cultural creative product inspired by the
Sacred Tree displayed at the Sanxingdui
Museum, at his office in Chengdu,
southwest China’s Sichuan Province,
March 1, 2025. (Xinhua/Wang Xi)
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4 A guest watches digital content on
Dunhuang research with a VR device
during an exhibition of the 2025 World
Internet Conference Cultural Heritage
Digitalization Forum in Xi‘an, northwest
China’s Shaanxi Province, Sept. 17, 2025.
(XinhuayLi Yibo)

German ceramic artist Karin Flurer- p
Bruenger views a set of porcelain
themed with “Thousand Miles of Rivers
and Mountains” at a porcelain store
at Taoxichuan Ceramic Art Avenue
in Jingdezhen, east China’s Jiangxi
Province, April 8, 2025. (Xinhua/Du

Juanjuan)

People visit the “Endless Vitality” exhibition at the UN  Tourists pose for photos during a temple fair for children
headquarters in New York, May 19, 2025. (Photo by  in north China’s Tianjin, on Jan. 24, 2026. (Xinhua/Zhao
Zhou Huanxin/Xinhua) Zishuo)
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CAFIU Vice-President Xu Li: Telling China’s Stories in
a Cross-Cultural Context

On March 27, 2026, at the 13th China Public
Relations Forum, Xu Li, Vice-President of CAFIU and
President of the Chinese Painting and Calligraphy
Research Institute, delivered a keynote speech
themed “Telling China’s Stories in a Cross-Cultural
Context”. He systematically elaborated on an
international communication pathway for Chinese
culture, with art as the carrier, commonality as
the bond, and public relations as the support. He
proposed that as Chinese art goes global, it must
follow the overarching principle of “using the
language of art that the world can understand.” On
the basis of firmly upholding cultural subjectivity,
we should lower the threshold to understanding

through familiar carrier, build connections through
shared emotions, and foster recognition through
shared value. This offers a core approach that
combines theoretical depth with practical guidance
for the internationalization of Chinese art and
mutual learning among civilizations in the new era.

Xu Li stressed that for Chinese art to go global,
it must adopt approaches that resonate with
overseas audience. These approaches should
subtly yet effectively convey Chinese aesthetics,
spirit, and philosophy, presenting a true, multi-
dimensional, and comprehensive portrait
of contemporary China. As the world is now
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undergoing profound changes unseen in a century,
the new era has instilled in Chinese artists a
robust cultural confidence, along with the vision
and intellectual breadth for global dialogue.
Such confidence forms the very foundation for
Chinese art to engage in equal dialogue with the
world. Artistic exchanges should be guided by the
principles of civilization diversity, mutual learning,
mutual benefit, and shared prosperity. Within
diplomatic and cross-cultural contexts, fine arts
should serve as a medium to support cultural
communication, thereby fostering mutual learning
and artistic coexistence among civilizations.

s

A towering figure in the Chinese art field, Xu Li is
a celebrated painter and educator whose career
has been defined by his commitment to elevating
Chinese contemporary art onto the global stage.
His works have been collected and exhibited by
major domestic art museums and institutions,
including the National Art Museum of China and
the National Museum of China, and collected by
prestigious overseas art institutions such as the
Rockefeller family of the United States and the
Leonardo da Vinci Museum in Italy.
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CAFIU Vice-President Yu Dan: Emerging Trends in
Online Audiovisual Sector

In January 2026, the Fifth Forum on Innovation
and Development of Online Audiovisual Media
was held in Beijing. Themed New Popular Arts
& Literature and New Missions of Audiovisual
Media, the forum was hosted by the School of Arts
and Communication, Beijing Normal University
(BNU) and co-organized by BNU Center for Media
Development Research and the BNU Institute for
Online Film and Television Studies. Focusing on
new trends and missions of online audiovisual
media in the context of the booming development
of new popular arts and literature, the Forum
invited various academic experts to engage in
dialogues on cutting-edge topics such as intelligent
technology applications, micro-drama innovation,
and the development of audiovisual disciplines.

Yu Dan, Vice-President of CAFIU, Director of

the Capital Institute of Cultural Innovation and
Communication, and Professor at the School of
Arts and Communication of BNU, delivered an
presentation on Emerging Trends in the Online
Audiovisual Sector in 2025. She noted that the
AIGC era calls for dismantling disciplinary barriers
and aligning film, TV, and media education with
both industry realities and frontier advances. She
argued that priority should be given to grounding
“new quality productive forces” in the cultural
sector and leveraging their positive role in driving
a reassessment of cultural history. In the digital
era, media literacy is more essential than ever; it
is necessary to solidify the humanistic foundation,
stay vigilant against technology-related ethical
risks, and champion a creative orientation that is
thoughtful and empathetic.
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CAFIU Hosts Themed Side Event
“The 40th Anniversary of the Declaration on the Right
to Development: Scientific Solutions to Human Rights
Challenges ” in Geneva

During the 61st Session of the United Nations
Human Rights Council, CAFIU, together with the
Permanent Mission of China to the United Nations
at Geneva, co-hosted a side event themed “The
40th Anniversary of the Declaration on the Right
to Development: Scientific Solutions to Human
Rights Challenges ” on March 17. The event delved

into how civil society organizations can leverage

digital technologies to safeguard the right to
development and address global challenges such
as climate change, public health crises and the
digital divide, while contributing to the elimination
of discrimination and inequality.

Li Xiaomei, Minister of the Permanent Mission of
China to the United Nations at Geneva, stated in
her address that China places great importance

Representatives from over 20 countries, including Australia, the United Kingdom, Belgium,

Russia, Switzerland and Vietnam, as well as heads of NGOs and experts from various

countries, attended the event.
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Miinister Li Xiaomei Delivering Remarks

on the promotion and protection of the right
to development By proposing the resolutions
“Development for Human Rights” and “Accessibility
for All” at the United Nations Human Rights
Council, China calls on all parties to pay greater
attention to the right to development and promote
inclusive development that benefits all.

Minister Li noted that on the 40th anniversary of
the adoption of the Declaration on the Right to
Development, China urges all countries to revitalize
their commitment, adhere to a people-oriented
approach, uphold fairness and justice, champion
true multilateralism, further leverage the
contribution of development to the full enjoyment
of all human rights, and work together to build a
community with a shared future for humanity.

The representative of the Qatar Center for Peace
and Democracy noted the growing importance
of collective efforts in seeking scientific solutions
to human rights challenges, and commended
China’s constructive role in advancing dialogue
on development cooperation and technological
innovation within multilateral frameworks,

particularly its commitment to expanding the
access of developing countries and regions to
digital infrastructure and technologies.

The representative of China Family Planning
Association highlighted the association’s practices
and explorations in promoting reproductive
health and protecting human rights related to
people’s livelihoods. The representative of China
International Association for Promotion of Science
and Technology shared the organization’s practices
in safeguarding the rights to health, development
and environment through innovations in energy
technologies. The representative of Beijing
Changier Education Foundation stressed that
comprehensive sex education is not merely
a health issue but concerning the right to
development. The representative also elaborated
on how to safeguard and advance related rights
with scientific approach. The Representative from
Hongkong SAR shared Hongkong’s practices in
accelerating R&D of Al in medical diagnosis and
epidemic prevention to provide better public
services.
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The representative of the Bahd'i International
Community observed that scientific and
technological innovation hold immense potential in
addressing major global challenges and enhancing
human well-being, and called for more emphasis
on equality, inclusiveness and the protection of
minority groups. The representative of the Sikh
Human Rights Group urged greater recognition of
the role of communities and closer collaboration
between researchers and communities so

s

as to advance the realization of the right to
development.

The attendees also had discussions on such
topics as leveraging technology to protect the
rights of disabled persons, ensuring the right to
development for people in conflict-affected regions,
and enhancing multi-stakeholder collaboration in
the process of human rights protection.
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Paul Zilungisele Tembe: Chinese Modernization Gains
Support in Africa

The year 2026 marks the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between
China and Africa, a significant milestone that has
also been designated as the “China-Africa Year
of People-to-People Exchanges”. From fighting
against colonialism side by side in the past to
pursuing the dream of modernization shoulder by
shoulder in the new era, China-Africa relations now
have entered the best period in history. China has
achieved “full coverage” of strategic partnership
with all African countries that established
diplomatic relations with China, and the China-
Africa community with a shared future has been
elevated to an “all-weather” level. “China-Africa
friendship has its roots and lifeblood in the people,

~mi

Paul Zilungisele Tembe

and the goal of China-Africa relations is to benefit
the people” Amid changes unseen in a century,
how can people-to-people and cultural exchanges
facilitate mutual learning between Chinese and
African civilizations? What governance insights
does Chinese modernization offer to Africa? Paul
Zilungisele Tembe, a South African sinologist and
head of the Sele Encounters, recently addressed
these guestions in an interview with China News
Service’s East-West Dialogue column. His remarks
are as follows:

From a historical perspective, Africa-China
friendship is rooted in the national liberation
movements of the 20th century. Today, from the

-37 -



TAZARA Railway to Belt and Road cooperation, and
to platforms and mechanisms such as the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), Africa-China
cooperation has entered a scientific and mature
stage. However, this maturity is mainly reflected
in political and economic fields. Without deep
cultural understanding, this “golden era” would be
fragile. And it is impossible to build deep mutual
trust in the new era with a lacking of understanding
of each other’s civilization background. Therefore,
people-to-people and cultural exchanges are of
vital importance. The year 2026 marks the 70th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between Africa and China, which provides
a new opportunity for both sides to strengthen
people-to-people and cultural exchanges. The
“China-Africa Year of People-to-People Exchanges”
and its related programs will enable the two sides
to resonate spiritually. The deeper the mutual
understanding, the more likely the two sides are
to set up common goals during cooperation.
In today’s world, with intensified geopolitical
competition and civilization misunderstanding,
people-to-people and cultural exchanges serve
as a “shelterbelt” safeguarding the long-term
development of the Africa-China relationship.

The four global initiatives proposed by President
Xi Jinping have provided a new framework for
cooperation for the Global South. The Global
Civilization Initiative, in particular, advocates
respect for the diversity of civilizations, upholds the
principles of equality, mutual learning, dialogue,
and inclusiveness among civilizations, and
emphasizes that every civilization has its unique
contribution regardless of its size, which serves as
a powerful refutation of the “Western centrism”
narrative. Under the guidance of this vision of
equal civilizations, Africa-China people-to-people

SINOLOGY COLUMN |

and cultural exchanges are no longer a marginal
topic. Through dialogue, we are jointly shaping
a new narrative that opposes unilateralism and
strengthens multilateralism.

China has shown remarkable political wisdom in
its modernization process: it has adopted certain
institutional tools from the West while refusing to
merely copy the Western value system. Chinese
characteristics, in essence, deeply embeds China’s
cultural traditions and ethical norms into the
modern economic system. The most important
lesson for Africa is that modernization must be
“reshaped” by local culture. Although originating
from Marxism, China’s institutional structure has
successfully localized itself to align with the needs
and cultural DNA of the Chinese people. This
experience of “cultural embedding” proves that
only by upholding the principle of “putting people
first” and pursuing a path rooted in local culture
can a viable path to modernization be found.

China’s experience in rural revitalization offers the
most valuable lessons for Africa. Africa is a vast
continent where the majority of its population still
lives in rural areas. If a large-scale program similar
to China’s rural revitalization were implemented
in Africa, it would create brand new economic
spaces and modes of production. Moreover,
China’s people-centered policy orientation strongly
resonates with the philosophy of putting people
first upheld by South Africa. The China-Africa Year
of People-to-People Exchanges will bring these
governance lessons from academic circles to
the attention of people on both sides, ensuring
that the theme of “jointly pursuing the dream
of modernization” is realized through a series of
concrete livelihood projects.
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Melaku Mulualem: Journey of Mutual Growth of
70 Years of China-Africa Relations

On the occasion of Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi’s first overseas visit of 2026 to Africa, Melaku
Mulualem— member of the World Council of
Sinologists, convener of the Ethiopian Sinologist
Council, and Director General of the Institute of
Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia, published a signed
article in the mainstream local newspaper The
Ethiopian Herald, titled “Celebrating 70 Years of
Africa-China Relations: Journey of Mutual Growth”.
With profound historical insights and elaborate
observations, the article systematically reviews
the 70-year trajectory of China-Africa relations

and comprehensively elucidates the solid bonds
between China and Africa, which are forged
through shared historical experiences, mutual
respect and win-win development.

The author specifically notes that, Africa has been
Chinese foreign minister’s first overseas visit of
the year for 36 consecutive years, underscoring
Africa’s priority in China’s foreign policy. In 2026,
Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Ethiopia, Somalia,
Tanzania, and Lesotho. During his stay in Ethiopia,
he attended the launching ceremony of China-

Melaku Mulualem Attends the Second World Conference of Sinologists in China At

the invitation of the World Sinology Center
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Africa Year of People-to-People Exchanges at the
African Union Headquarters. The ceremony was
followed by a series of subsequent activities aiming
to strengthen people-to-people relations between
Africa and China through language studies,
academic exchanges, cultural performances,
exhibitions, tourism promotion, and media
cooperation. The article emphasizes that, as
Africa and China celebrate the 70th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations, it is
essential to acknowledge both the achievements
and complexities of this partnership. From ancient
trade routes to modern global initiatives, and from
the Bandung Conference to the interconnected
realities of the 21st century, Africa-China relations
represent a dynamic and resilient partnership—
one that holds significant promise and potential.
This partnership has consistently been based
on economic cooperation, political solidarity
and cultural exchanges, seeking greater mutual
development.

&NOLOGYCOLUMN|

As for the accusations of the so-called debt
diplomacy, detailed data and assessments indicate
that the amount of debt African countries owed
to Western creditors far outweighs that owed
to China. Moreover, China upholds South-South
cooperation and a policy of non-interference in
others’” domestic affairs, attaching no political
conditions to its loans, which shows a stark contrast
to the colonial logic of Western powers. African
countries welcome the Global Development
Initiative, the Global Security Initiative, the Global
Civilization Initiative, and the Global Governance
Initiative proposed by China. Political parties across
Africa are eager to learn from the governance and
development experience of the Communist Party
of China, which has over 93 million members.
Looking ahead, Africa and China must continue
deepening mutual trust and jointly addressing
challenges.
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China-Cambodia Friendship Exchange Event Held in
Phnom Penh

On December 15, 2025, China-Cambodia
Friendship Exchange Event within the Framework
of Silk Road People-to-People Connectivity kicked
off in Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia. The
event was co-hosted by China Foundation for
Peace and Development (CFPD) and Youth House
for Cambodia-China Friendship (YHCCF).

Hun Many, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Civil Service of Cambodia, Sok Soken, Minister
of Inspection of Cambodia and Vice- Chairman of
YHCCF, Wang Wenbin, Chinese Ambassador to
Cambodia, Wang Heming, Secretary General of

CFPD attended the opening ceremony and made
remarks.

Hun Many pointed out in his remarks that against
the backdrop of increasing global geopolitical
uncertainties , it is more significant than ever to
safeguard friendship and peace. Cambodia is
committed to supporting Global Development
Initiative, strengthening political mutual trust
between Cambodia and China and deepening
bilateral cooperation in various fields. He firmly
believed that the event would make positive

contributions to regional peace.
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Wang Wenbin pointed out that sound state-to-
state relations lie in the amity of their peoples. And
the amity of peoples cannot be fostered without
friendly exchanges among the youths. He wished
the young people in both countries take up the
baton of China-Cambodia friendship, seize the
historical opportunities presented by the ever-
expanding China-Cambodia cooperation, build
more bridges for friendly exchanges between
the two peoples, and promote the building of an
all-weather China-Cambodia community with
a shared future in the new era to achieve even
more fruitful results, ensuring that the cause of
China-Cambodia friendship is passed down from
generation to generation.

Wang Heming said that over the past decade, CFPD
has implemented a number of flagship projects
in Cambodia, such as China-Cambodia Friendship
Poverty Alleviation Pilot Village, Happiness Well
and Silk Road Friendship Schools, which have
all become living example of the connectivity
between Chinese and Cambodian people. Looking
into the future, CFPD will continue to focus on
education, medical care, poverty alleviation
and cultural exchanges, build more high-quality

SILK ROAD PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CONNECTIVITY |

platforms for youth exchange and cooperation and
share the development achievements with more
Cambodian people.

With rich content and diversified forms, the
event consisted of China-Cambodia People-
to-people Exchange Dialogue, NGO Exchange
Dialogue, Business Networking Event and Practical
Cooperation Results Release Session. Apart from
that, students from Vocational Education Center
of Pengshui Miao and Tujia Autonomous County
of Chongging Municipality also presented art
performance with distinctive ethnic features.

Ek Sam Ol, President of Cambodia-China Friendship
Association, Suos Yara, First Vice-Chairman of the
External Relations Commission of the Cambodian
People’s Party and Chairman of the Commission
on Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation
and Information of the National Assembly of
Cambodia, Chan Nimul, Minister of Commmerce of
Cambodia attended the event together with young
entrepreneurs and representatives of NGOs from
both China and Cambodia, aiming at cementing
friendship and enhancing cooperation.
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Handover Ceremony of Charity Materials Held in
Phnom Penh

On December 18, 2025, China Foundation for
Rural Development (CFRD) and Civil Society
Alliance Forum of Cambodia jointly held the
Handover Ceremony of Charity Materials within
the Framework of Silk Road People-to-People
Connectivity in Phnom Penh. Vongsey Vissoth,
Permanent Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
in charge of the Office of the Council of Ministers

of Cambodia and Wang Wenbin, Chinese
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Ambassador to Cambodia, attended the ceremony
and made remarks. Over 100 representatives
including delegates from the Cambodian
government, NGOs, teachers and students
participated in the ceremony.

Wang Wenbin said in his remarks that youth is the
future of the country and the hope of the nation.
He expressed his hope for Cambodian students to
study diligently and grow robustly, devote more
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wisdom and strength to the national development
of Cambodia, and make more contributions to
enhancing people-to-people connectivity between
China and Cambodia.

Cooperating with Alibaba Foundation, Hello Inc.

2025 0%
e

SILK ROAD PEQPLE-TO-PEOPLE CONNECTIVITY |

and COSCO Shipping Charity Foundation, CFRD
planned to hand out 21,600 Panda Packs and 2,500
Care Bikes in Cambodia, benefiting 13 provinces
and municipalities including Phnom Penh, Takeo
and Kampong Thom.
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Friendship Cycling Event Held in Siem Reap

Under the auspices of Cambodia-China Friendship
Association (CCFA) and China NGO Network for
International Exchanges (CNIE), the Friendship
Cycling Event themed Heart to Heart for China and
Cambodia, Side by Side in Angkor Wat was held on
March 28, 2026 in Seam Reap. The event focused
on advocating healthy lifestyle and promoting
cultural exchanges and people-to-people
interaction through green and environment-

friendly cycling, which further deepened the
friendly relations between the two peoples
and demonstrated a vivid practice of pragmatic

cooperation between the two countries.

Over 100 representatives from the Ministry of
Tourism of Cambodia, the Siem Reap Provincial
Government, Cambodia Mine Action and Victim
Assistance Authority (CMAA), Apsara Authority and
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Chinese and Cambodian CSOs as well as students
receiving the donated bikes participated in the
event.

Ek Sam Ol, President of Cambodia-China
Friendship Association, said the event serves
as an important platform for cultural exchange
and experience sharing for people from all walks
of life in China and Cambodia, which vividly
showed the deep friendship between the two
countries. Going forward, the two sides should
take the opportunities created in the event to
continuously expand people-to-people exchange
and cooperation, promote the building of a closer
community of friendship between Cambodia and
China, so as to inject lasting driving forces into
the peaceful development of and sustainable
cooperation between the two nations.

Xu Kexin, Deputy Secretary General of Beijing
Peaceland Foundation expressed heart-felt
appreciation for all institutes and partners

contributing to the preparation of the event.
She expressed her wishes for more attention
from Chinese CSOs to the development need
of Cambodia and building consensus through
public charity cooperation, in a bid to continuously
cement strong foundation for the friendship
between the two peoples and deepen people-to-
people exchanges between the two countries.

Li Sari, Deputy Governor of Siem Reap Province,
said that this cycling event not only helped raise
public awareness towards sports, exercises and
healthy lifestyle, but also helped enhance the
awareness of environment protection, which
injected new dynamics into the development of
culture and tourism. He emphasized that this event
was an important opportunity to showcase the
tourism resources of Cambodia, and a significant
step to consolidate the traditional friendship
between Cambodia and China. After the successful
convening of the Year of Tourism in 2025, the two
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countries kept expanding cooperation in people-
to-people exchanges and made remarkable
achievements, which is a vivid portral of the ever-
deepening strategic cooperative partnership
between the two countries.

After the cycling session, charity donation
activities were held. China Foundation for Rural
Development donated 150 Panda Packs to
Cambodian students, conveying love and support
from the Chinese society. China Friendship
Foundation for Peace and Development donated
5000 Wuxing Chinese Language Learning Cards
which was worth half a million RMB to CCFA, so as
to support the development of Chinese language
education in Cambodia and further boost cultural
exchange between the two countries.

In the MoU Signing session, Binhai New Area Hexie
Social Work Service Center, China Health Charity
Foundation and Beijing Peaceland Foundation
respectively signed MoUs with Cambodian
Chinese Evolution Researcher Association, covering
cooperation projects including volunteer service
in Cambodian communities, skill training for
Cambodian grass-root level medical care staff and
the maiden voyage of the Civilian Medical Rescue
Ship to Cambodia. After the signing of MoUs,
participants also visited the Cambodia Angkor
Archaeological Park Conservation (Phase IIl) Royal
Palace Restoration Project, which is under China
Aid and carried out by China Academy of Cultural
Heritage, and engaged in exchanges with the
experts.
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The Spring Festival in China

As the Spring Festival getting close, it’s time to do calendar.

some preparation from now. _ _ , .
But what are the special days during this festive

Different from other festivals, the traditional Spring period and what do people do on those days?
Festival lasts more than a month, throughout the Please refer to the festival schedule and the related
second half of La Yue (the twelfth month) and the customs as follows.

first half of Zheng Yue (the first month) on Chinese
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The 23rd day of La Yue in north China and the
24th day of La Yue in south China are the Xiao Nian
Festival on Chinese calendar. Xiao Nian is also called
“Minor (Chinese) New Year”, symbolizing the start
of the Spring Festival.

On this day, people usually do house-cleaning. It's
said that most of the gods go back to heaven to
state their work in the concluded year, so people
can do the cleaning without disturbing or offending
them.
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The 25th Day of La Yue { }
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According to the Chinese legends, the Jade
Emperor, the ruler of the heaven, descend to earth
to inspect the world on this day, to see if every
household lives an honest, frugal, and diligent
life. As traditional value leads, people who work
hard but live poorly should be sympathized and
rewarded. To show the frugality and pray for the
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-

emperor’s reward, traditionally people make bean
curd, or Tofu, in China.

In northeast China, people make a decent amount
of Nian Dou Bao, a kind of bun made of glutinous
millet stuffed with red bean paste. Nian Dou Bao is
also a staple food during the Spring Festival.
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The 26th Day of La Yue
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Many families typically eat pork and cook the enjoy meat except for the Spring Festival. The meat
meat. Other families, who don’t raise pigs, go to also represents the biggest celebration throughout
the local fair for a hunk of meat. In the agrarian the year.

society in the past, people hardly have a chance to
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This is the day for doing the laundry, bathing or In places like Beijing and Tianjin, an old tradition

taking a good shower. Those activities symbolize is to eat a rooster. Most people prefer a rooster
for washing off all the bad luck and potential iliness instead of hen because of its majestic looking, and
in the upcoming Chinese New Year. believe it will bring good luck.
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It's a tradition to prepare in advance all staple food
for the whole family to eat during the first week of
Zheng Yue (the first month on Chinese calendar).
Usually, the staple food is flour-made because it’s
easy to store. The activity starts from 28th and may
last for one or two days.

People from the north make steamed buns with
leavened doughs, while people in the south prefer
Year Cake, or Nian Gao, made with glutinous
rice. The steamed buns can be in various shapes,
including cute animals, flowers, etc.
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f@ The 29th Day of La Yue
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People in most of the areas get up early to sweep reflection of the traditional value “Xiao”, or filial
tombs for their ancestors and burn incense and piety, in China.
joss papers in memorial of them. This is also a
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The 30th Day of La Yue

Spring Festival’s Eye

LOn S S S S S S T S S S S S e S e S S S S S e e S e o S o

Finally, it's the Spring Festival Eve. This day is
regarded as the most important day for family
reunion throughout the year. Young people who
work or study outside the hometown, return
home to celebrate the festival with their families.

The whole family enjoys a big feast at night while
watching the Spring Festival gala on TV. They stay
up late and wait to ring in the New Year. A must-eat

. #4506 4060000006000 06000000000000

food is dumplings. Elders give kids red packets, or
red envelopes, filled with cash.

In the days between the 28th and 30th of La Yue,
people also put on couplets on the gates, paper-
cutting decorations on the windows, and New Year
pictures on the walls of their homes to express
their best wishes.
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The First Day of Zheng Yue

New Year Greetings f
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Embracing the first day of the New Year, people and better off), Wan Shi Ru Yi (everything goes as

visit friends and relatives’ homes and send New you wish), Shen Ti Jian Kang (being fit and healthy)
Year greetings to each other. They use auspicious are among the most frequently used greeting
words to pray for good luck in the New Year. terms.

Gong Xi Fa Cai (congrats for being more prosperous
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Mm'ried Daughters Visit Childhood Homes

As married daughters traditionally spend the Today, this custom is weakened, since more people

Spring Festival Eve with their husbands’ families, on spend the eve of Chinese New Year in many
this day it’s time to return to their maternal home different ways — not necessarily in their husbands’
and visit their families. homes.
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This day is called “Zheng Yue Shi Wu”, or the
Lantern Festival, which is another warm family
reunion occasion. Every household also hangs
lanterns in front of the gate or on the balcony. It’s
also common to use colored lights to decorate the
windows.

In some specially-held local lantern fair, there

are riddles written on paper hanging under the
lanterns. People can entertain themselves by
guessing the answers to the riddles. A typical
food on that day for northerners is Yuanxiao, a
ball-shaped dessert made with glutinous rice.
Southerners eat Tangyuan, a similar meal made by
different techniques.
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Lantern Festival: A Romantic Celebration in China

The Lantern Festival, a traditional Chinese festival, is celebrated on the 15th day of the first lunar month.

It is a continuation of celebrating the Spring Festival. The day leads to the first full moon night of the year,
and is also the night when the earth returns to spring.

During the Han Dynasty (206 BC- 24 AD), more than 2,000 years ago, Emperor Wen ordered that the 15th
day of the first lunar month to be dedicated to the Lantern Festival.
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It was also a romantic festival in ancient China, providing an opportunity for unmarried men and women to
meet.

In ancient times, young women, especially daughters of eminent families, hardly stepped out of their
houses. But during the Lantern Festival, it was a tradition that all people, including those young women,
came out for lantern shows.

Watching lanterns at night was just an opportunity for young women to find a man whose appearance
appealing to them. Another activity, guessing the answers to lantern riddles, gives young people a chance
to interact with each other and know more about each other. For thousands of years, there have been
numerous love stories originating during the Lantern Festival.

A poem by Xin Qjji, a poet of the Song Dynasty (420-479AD) depicts a love story at the lantern festival:
But in the crowd once and again
I look for her in vain.

When all at once | turn my head,

| find her there where lantern light is dimly shed.

« Stills from Chinese costume drama, Legend
of Sword and Fairy. Zi Xuan meets her lover
Xu Changgqing at the Lantern Festival. [Photo/
Mtime]
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Besides watching lanterns and guessing the answers to lantern riddles, there are many traditions for the
festival. Here is a guide for you to spend a happy Lantern Festival.

1. Viewing lanterns

It is a tradition that people hang lanterns everywhere, in their houses or in the streets. The lanterns depict
various characters, like flying birds, leaping fishes, and shining fireworks, showing an atmosphere of joy.
People come out and appreciate the beautiful scene.

Visitors view the lanterns in Wudianshi  p»
Traditional Blocks, Jinjiang city, East
China’s Fujian province on Feb 17, 20189.
[Photo/Xinhua]

2. Guessing lantern riddles

Riddles written on the lanterns can inspire wisdom and cater to the festival atmosphere, so many people like
it very much. Guessing the answers to lantern riddles gradually became an indispensable part of the Lantern
Festival.

<« A child reaches for a lantern riddle in
Wuxi city, East China’s Jiangsu province
on Feb 17, 2019. [Photo/Xinhua]
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3. Dragon lantern dance

Chinese people regard the dragon as a symbol of auspiciousness. At the festival, people perform dragon
lantern dances and look forward to a good omen of the year’s good weather and peace.

Participants perform a dragon lantern  p
dance in Bijie city, Southwest China’s
Guizhou province on Feb 17, 2019.
[Photo/Xinhua]

4, Lion dance

It is similar to the dragon lantern dance, delivering good wishes and good luck.

« Alion dance is performed in Zaozhuang
city, East China’s Shandong province on
Feb 17, 2019. [Photo/Xinhua]
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5. Eating yuanxiao

Eating yuanxiao is another tradition during the Lantern Festival. Yuanxiao is made of glutinous rice, either
solid or stuffed. The stuffing includes bean paste, sugar, hawthorn, various kinds of fruit and so on. It can be
boiled, fried or steamed to eat.

>

« Colorful yuanxiao for the festival.
[Photo/VCG]
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Start of Spring

The Start of Spring is a significant concept in
Chinese culture, marking the beginning of the
spring season. It is the first of the 24 solar terms
on Chinese calendar, a system that is deeply
intertwined with agricultural practices and
seasonal changes. This period symbolizes a time
of rejuvenation and renewal as the earth awakens
from the dormancy of winter. The arrival of spring

is often associated with warmer weather, longer

« . SBTART OF SPRING

WHEN IFRING HAS WANMED THE STHEAM,
o DUCKER ARE THE FIAST 1O KNG

days, and the resurgence of plant life. The saying
“The whole year’s work depends on a good start
in spring” highlights the importance of this time
for agricultural planning and activity in China,
where farming has been a cornerstone of life for

centuries.

The tradition of observing the Start of Spring dates

back to ancient China, with its roots traced to the
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Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC). During
this time, there were initially eight solar terms,
which expanded to 24 in the Western Han Dynasty
(206 BC-24 AD). This comprehensive system was
developed based on meticulous observations
of celestial bodies and seasonal changes. Over
centuries, the Start of Spring has remained integral
to Chinese culture, influencing both agricultural
practices and cultural festivities across the nation.

The Start of Spring holds profound cultural
importance in China, symbolizing not only the
renewal of the natural world but also the beginning
of a new agricultural cycle.

Numerous customs and traditions have evolved
around this solar term, reflecting the diverse
cultural tapestry of China. One such activity is kite-
flying, a practice with a history spanning over 2,000
years. Kites are flown to celebrate the season and
are believed to promote health and well-being.
Another unique custom is balancing the egg,
where people attempt to balance an egg upright,
which is thought to bring good luck.

In certain regions, such as Northwest China’s
Shaanxi province, people wear fabric swallows
made of colorful silk to symbolize prosperity and
happiness. The tradition of “biting the spring”
involves eating spring pancakes or spring rolls
to mark the occasion. Another Shaanxi custom
is making a Spring Ox using bamboo and paper,
where the ox is decorated in colors predicting the

year’s agricultural fortunes.

Meteorologically, the Start of Spring represents
a transition from the colder, dormant winter
months to a period of warming temperatures

and increasing daylight. It typically begins around
February 4 and concludes by February 18,
making it a precursor to longer days and milder
weather. This solar term corresponds with several
natural phenomena, such as the melting of
river ice, the awakening of hibernating insects,
and the burgeoning of plant life. These changes
are indicative of the earth's gradual revival and
are closely monitored by farmers to time their
agricultural activities effectively.

The Start of Spring is critically important for
agricultural planning in China, as it signals the
beginning of the planting season. Farmers
traditionally relied on the 24 solar terms to guide
their activities, using its timing to decide when to
prepare fields, sow seeds, and undertake other
critical farming tasks. Proverbs and traditional
knowledge passed down through generations
provided valuable insights into agricultural
practices, such as the appropriate time to
nurture silkworms or plant specific crops. While
modern agriculture now incorporates scientific
advancements, the solar terms continue to offer
guidance and timing for various agricultural
operations.

The Start of Spring and the broader concept of
the 24 solar terms have inspired numerous works
of art and literature throughout Chinese history.
Poets and artists have captured the beauty and
significance of this time, often reflecting on themes
of renewal and the harmonious relationship
between humans and nature. For instance, Tang
Dynasty poet Du Fu wrote about the seasonal
changes and their impact on emotions and daily
life.
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Chunbing

Chunbing, or “Spring pancake”, is a traditional
Chinese dish deeply rooted in the cultural and
culinary traditions of China. It is a round, thin
pancake made with wheat flour, typically served
with a variety of fillings such as vegetables, meats,
and sauces. Chunbing is closely associated with
the celebration of the Start of Spring, one of the 24
solar terms in Chinese calendar. Eating Chunbing
is part of the “biting the spring” tradition, where
people celebrate the arrival of spring and the
renewal of life during seasonal festivals and
gatherings.

The tradition of eating Chunbing dates back
centuries and is often linked to the agricultural

calendar and the customs surrounding the
beginning of spring. The dish is celebrated for its
versatility, allowing diners to customize their fillings
according to personal preferences. Chunbing is not
only a culinary delight but also a cultural expression
of welcoming the new season and embracing the
vitality of spring.

Chunbing comes in various forms, reflecting
regional culinary practices and individual creativity.
The basic pancake is made from wheat flour
dough, rolled thin and cooked until soft and pliable.
The fillings used in Chunbing vary widely, offering
a mix of savory and sweet flavors. Common fillings
include shredded vegetables like bean sprouts,
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Chinese chives, and carrots, as well as meats such
as minced pork, duck, or beef. Sauces like sweet
bean sauce, chili sauce, and soy sauce are often
added to enhance the flavor.

In northern China, Chunbing is particularly
popular, and the fillings are typically hearty and
savory. In southern regions, the dish may feature
lighter, more delicate ingredients. Some versions
of Chunbing incorporate pickled vegetables or
fried ingredients for added texture and taste. The
preparation process often includes instructions

on how to properly fold the pancake to ensure an
even distribution of fillings, creating a balanced and
satisfying bite.

Restaurants specializing in Chunbing, such as
Laolaojia Chunbing in Beijing, offer a wide range of
options for diners to explore. These establishments
often provide utensils like plastic gloves to make
eating Chunbing more convenient and hygienic.
The affordability and variety of Chunbing make it a
favorite among locals and tourists alike.
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